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11 From the Chancellor
In my travels across the state I 
frequently hear people say we must 
“cut government.” That certainly 
seems a logical response in relation 
to what most people would view as 
runaway deficits. While I agree with 
that logic, it’s important to make a 
clear distinction between cutting 
government in general and UTIA 
programs that are not government, but education, 
research and outreach. These programs in the College 
of Veterinary Medicine, College of Agricultural 
Sciences and Natural Resources, Extension and 
AgResearch offer an exceptional return on invest-
ment and are the foundation of greater economic 
growth, which is absolutely essential if we are to bal-
ance the budget in the years ahead.
Nothing empowers a young person’s life more than a 
college degree and moves them from very limited op-
portunity to unlimited opportunity. A college degree 
may be even more important today in our highly 
advanced information-driven society, which relies on 
technology skills and a highly educated workforce. The 
job growth of the future that can help control our 
deficit will be driven by a college-educated workforce. 
There is no better investment.
Over 50 economic analysis studies, including ones 
conducted by Harvard and many of our land-grant 
universities, have looked at the rate of economic return 
on investment in ag research and Extension. The aver-
age of all these studies shows that society gains an 
approximate 50 percent annual return or a more than 
8-to-1 return over the life of an investment in these 
programs. New technology and research findings are 
generated in our research laboratories and delivered 
through the Extension pipeline to farmers, homemak-
ers, citizens and communities throughout Tennessee 
and the nation. 
It’s easy to realize the impact of these programs if we 
think about the impact of a 4-bushel-per-acre increase 
from a new soybean variety developed at UT and if we 
multiply that 4 bushels times the hundreds of thou-
sands of acres of soybeans grown in Tennessee and 
the region. That is one example of a great many where 
we create an exceptional return on dollars invested. 
These high returns translate into economic growth 
and income generation in rural communities across 
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Tennessee where the unemployment rate is often 
double what it is in the urban areas. Achieving a high 
productivity in agriculture also benefits all our citi-
zens because plentiful supplies of food products are 
essential to keeping food costs low. 
Thus everyone benefits when the UT Institute of 
Agriculture seeks the highest sustainable utility for 
every acre of farm and forestland in Tennessee. That 
is not just a worthy but an essential mission, and I urge 
our friends in state and federal government to select 
carefully when they “cut government” and continue 
to invest in research and education that will lead to 
long-term sustainable prosperity for our nation.
 Best wishes,
UT, the College of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resourc-
es and institute presented a day of seminars and workshops 
led by Dr. Yolanda Moses, right, professor of anthropology 
and a nationally recognized expert on cultural diversity. 
Moses serves as vice provost for conflict resolution and the 
special assistant to the chancellor for excellence and diversity at 
University of California Riverside. She met with administra-
tors, faculty and staff, including (pictured) Sandy Leach, head 
of Pendergrass Agriculture and Veterinary Medicine Library, 
and other UT Libraries senior faculty members. The new 
CASNR-wide Diversity Committee met with her over lunch 
for a think tank. Moses’ appearance is the latest in the annual 
seminar series featuring diversity. An archived video of her 
presentation is available at http://tinyurl.com/utiadiversity.
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UT Ag Economist Leads 
National Community 
Development Group
An agricultural economist with UT 
Extension will soon lead a national 
organization that focuses on community 
development, including enhancing the 
country’s rural economies and creating 
jobs. Michael Wilcox was recently named 
president-elect of the National Association 
of Community Development Extension 
Professionals (NACDEP). He assumed his 
new role at the organization’s conference in 
March and will serve as president in 2012 
and help plan and coordinate the group’s 
national meeting that year in Utah.
NACDEP is dedicated to improving the 
visibility, coordination, professional status 
and resource base of community and eco-
nomic development for Extension programs 
and professionals nationwide. It has about 
300 members, and Wilcox has been part of 
the group since he first joined UT in 2006.
“One of my main goals as president will be 
to get more Extension agent participation 
and more student participation,” Wilcox 
said. “This is an important organization 
for Extension professionals who have an 
interest in community economic develop-
ment. Here they can network with col-
leagues from across the country and really 
learn from each other.”
Wilcox’s research focus is on the factors 
that impact rural economic development in 
Tennessee. His work seeks to enhance com-
munity vitality through strengthening exist-
ing and new businesses to thrive through 
economic initiatives. He co-founded the 
“Sustainable Tennessee” program, which 
focuses on entrepreneurship, workforce 
development and land use.
by Jim Thompson, Dean, College of Veterinary Medicine
I’m very pleased to announce that the long-awaited 
renovation and expansion of our Large Animal Hospital 
is now underway, with a ground breaking held March 
31st. The large animal hospital project is essential to our 
commitment to the people and animals of Tennessee in 
service to equine and farm animals and as a center of spe-
cialty health care services across the southeastern states. 
The equine and farm animal hospitals will encompass 
33,446 square feet of new construction along with 18,764 
square feet of renovated space. New equine space will 
include a permanent MRI unit and expanded surgical and isolation space. Our new 
farm animal hospital will include a dedicated farm animal isolation unit, standing and 
recumbent farm animal surgery suites and a secure off-loading facility. The new large 
animal reception area will include client waiting and consulting as well as continuing 
education areas. A separate facility will house our new equine orthopedic diagnostic 
center at 32,225 square feet allowing us to provide contemporary equine diagnos-
tics, treatment and rehabilitative therapies. Total area for the entire facility is 84,435 
square feet.
I’m also happy to report to you that the $1 million Large Animal Hospital 
Challenge Match program was more than fully achieved in private donations from 
clients and friends, alumni and 
alumni classes, and numerous 
organizations and associations 
committed to animal health 
and welfare. THANK YOU to 
everyone who stepped up to 
meet this challenge offered by 
the University of Tennessee.
The $20.9 million construc-
tion project for the hospital 
is expected to be complete in 
December 2012 at which time 
we will celebrate with an open 
house to which all of you will 
be invited.   3
Eagerly Anticipated Large Animal 
Hospital On The Way
Jim Thompson
CASNR Ambassadors (l-r) Clint Wayman, Katie Teague, and Kyley 
Dickson represent UTIA at UT Day on the Hill in Nashville. The 
event took place on March 9th and gave these students the opportunity 
to interact with decision makers at the Legislative Plaza. “I believe that 
connecting the face of a young person, an actual student, and tying it 
with an image of our university went a long way in distinguishing the 
University of Tennessee as an actual place, a physical establishment for 
education, as compared to just another signature asking for education 









UT Extension Sharing 
Value Through Social 
Media
We often hear that Extension is a best-
kept secret. There were some people 
who may have even taken pride in that 
notion. But in today’s information-laden 
world, it’s more important than ever to 
get unbiased, research-based informa-
tion out to the people who need it the 
most. UT Extension is a valuable infor-
mation source for Tennessee’s farmers, 
families, youth and communities.
One way to tell people about the value 
of Extension is through the use of 
social media. UT Extension recently 
set up Facebook and Twitter pages to 
help spread the word about Extension 
programs and their impacts statewide. 
To date, the UT Extension Facebook 
page has over 500 “likes” and the Twitter 
page has nearly 130 followers. If you 
haven’t done so yet, please “like” the UT 
Extension Facebook page (www.face-
book.com/utextensionofficial) and follow 
Extension on Twitter (http://twitter.com/
utextension). Don’t forget to ask your 
friends and clients to sign up as well. 
Nationwide, Extension is facing budget 
cuts to Smith-Lever funds. If the cuts 
pass, UT Extension could lose more 
than $832,000. Now is not the time to 
be a best-kept secret. We need to remind 
people of the value of Extension, and one 
way we can do this is to keep our message 
fresh and timely through social media. 
–Doug Edlund
UT Partners with Community, Student Growers 
to Offer Farmers Market
The UT Farmers Market will open May 18 and will continue through October every 
Wednesday from 4 to 7 p.m. Local produce, music, food, crafts, and children's activities 
will be featured each week at the UT Gardens off of Neyland Drive in Knoxville.
Some of the participating partners include Mountain Meadows Farm, Wild Hare 
Farm, Clear Springs Farm, La Villa Real Vegetable Farm, and Gregory's Greenhouse, 
as well as the UT Harvest Market booth, where the produce is grown and sold by UT 
students interested in becoming growers. In addition to fresh produce, plants and 
vegetable transplants will be available to purchase.
The UT Culinary Institute will offer a meal for sale each week that will feature the 
freshest seasonal produce available, and members of UT Extension and community 
organizations will be providing information on gardening, food preservation and 
food safety.
The UT Farmers Market is presented by the UT Organic and Sustainable Crop 
Production Program and the UT Gardens. For more information and to keep up 
with new information, see Facebook “UT Farmers Market.” For information on being a 
participating vendor, see http://vegetables.tennessee.edu or contact Fiona McAnally at 
fmcanall@utk.edu or 865-806-1557.
“We started the market last year and are excited to offer this hands-on, direct market-
ing experience to students who are interested in becoming small farmers,” says Annette 
Wszelaki, UT vegetable Extension specialist and assistant professor.
“The student slogan for the market is ‘Growing a Healthy University,’ and this year 
we intend to grow a healthy university not only with fresh, local food, but through 
educational events and entertainment that strengthen campus and community inter-
actions. The UT Farmers Market will be THE place to be in Knoxville on Wednesday 
evenings this summer!”
Planning Starts for a 
New West Tenn. 4-H 
Center
The first meeting of the West Tennessee 
4-H Center Vision Committee took 
place on March 1 in Jackson. The com-
mittee has been charged with developing 
a vision for a new 4-H Center in West 
Tennessee, to include items such as 
program focus, location, facilities and 
partners.
Members of the committee include 
co-chairs Steve Sutton, director of 4-H 
Youth Development, and Ben West, 
Western Region director; Bob French, 
professor, UT College of Architecture and 
Design; Daniel Sarver, 4-H specialist; 
Jim Byford, dean emeritus, UT Martin; 
Donna Eason-Pile, assistant development 
director, UT Extension; Terri Quillin, 
interim manager, Ridley 4-H Center; 
Tim Roberts, 4-H agent, Shelby County; 
Sharon Tubbs, 4-H agent, Madison 
County; Tim Smith, county director, 
Obion County; Staci Foy, 4-H agent, 
Henry County; Kenny Herndon, 4-H 
agent, Carroll County; Ben Sanders, 4-H 
alumnus, Tenn. Farm Bureau Federation; 
and Dawn Richardson and Elaine 
Lovelace, volunteers.
Three travel teams have been formed, 
and plans are developing for members to 
visit a number of surrounding states to in-
vestigate facilities and programs offered 
at other centers, innovative approaches 
to program delivery, strategic business 
models and approaches to staffing.
Third Thursday    April 20114
Grants & Contracts





UT AgResearch hopes that this information on UTIA grants and contracts fosters awareness and interdisciplinary collabora-
tion among our scientists. Thanks to the resourcefulness and competitiveness of our faculty, the institute received awards totaling 
$7,605,406 in grants, contracts and cooperative agreements from external agencies for the first quarter of 2011. At a time when most 
states are operating with constrained budgets, our ability to attract dollars for research and extension from outside sources has become 
especially crucial. To the principal and co-principal investigators listed below, congratulations. To everyone, we appreciate your support 
and efforts in seeking external funding.
 Ronald Barron Cheatham County  2,144 Tennessee Department of Agriculture 
 Ann Berry Family and Consumer Sciences  7,647 University of Massachusetts 
 Mark Bohling Small Animal Clinical Sciences  133,125 Eli Lilly and Company 
 Joseph Bozell Forestry, Wildlife and Fisheries  267,889 Purdue University
 Lynn Brookins Western Region  7,000 American Association of University     
Women 
 Zong-Ming "Max" Cheng Plant Sciences  15,000 UT Research Foundation 
 Wayne Clatterbuck Forestry, Wildlife and Fisheries  133,468 
4,429 
17,123
USDA Forest Service 
BLM National Training Center 
DIA Division of Fiscal Services 
Matthew Devereaux Family and Consumer Sciences  485,457 Tennessee Department of Education 
Shigetoshi Eda Forestry, Wildlife and Fisheries  7,000 UT Research Foundation 
Mark Fly Forestry, Wildlife and Fisheries  248,800
161,137 
Tennessee Department of Health 
University of Colorado 
Frank Hale Entomology and Plant Pathology  10,368 LSU AgCenter 
Juan Jurat-Fuentes Entomology and Plant Pathology  33,000 Bayer BioScience  
Stephen Kania; David Bemis, Linda 
Frank 
Comparative Medicine, Small 
Animal Clinical Sciences 
 42,466  AKC Canine Health Foundation 
William Klingeman; Adam Taylor, 
Annette Wszelaki, Greg Armel, 
Richard Evans 
Plant Sciences, Forestry, Wildlife 
and Fisheries, Forest Resources 
AgResearch and Education 
Center 
 30,000  Tennessee Department of Agriculture 
James Larson; Roland Roberts 
 
James Larson; Roland Roberts, 
Burton English, Margarita Velandia  





Cotton Inc  
 
Cotton Inc
Amy LeBlanc Small Animal Clinical Sciences  19,973 UT-Battelle 
David Lockwood; Darrell Hensley, 
Bonnie Ownley, Robert Trigiano 
Plant Sciences; Entomology and 
Plant Pathology 
 25,000 Tennessee Department of Agriculture 
Christopher Main Plant Sciences    33,552*  Cotton Inc 
Don McKenzie Forestry, Wildlife and Fisheries     10,000 Commonwealth of Kentucky 
David Mercker Forestry, Wildlife and Fisheries     43,040  Tennessee Department of Agriculture 
Rebekah Norman Rutherford County       2,500  Tennessee Department of Agriculture 
David Ostermeier Forestry, Wildlife and Fisheries   207,063  Nature Conservancy 
Alice Rhea Blount County     19,481  Tennessee Department of Agriculture 
PI; Co-PI Department Award Agency
*Combines multiple grants
agriculture.tennessee.edu 5
PI; Co-PI Department Award Agency
Roland Roberts; Burton English, 
James Larseon, Dayton Lambert, 
Margarita Velandia  
Agricultural and Resource 
Economics 
 35,000  Cotton Inc 
Barry Rouse Pathobiology  314,449 National Institutes of Health 
Carl Sams; Dean Kopsell Plant Sciences  41,935 Cornell University 
Lawrence Steckel Plant Sciences  22,334 Cotton Inc 
Neal Stewart Plant Sciences  104,342 
15,000 
Edenspace Systems Corp 
UT Research Foundation 
Frank van Manen Forestry, Wildlife and Fisheries  17,000 Memphis Zoological Society 
Ricky Thomason Johnson County  2,500 Tennessee Department of Agriculture 
Karen Vail Entomology and Plant Pathology  13,000 BASF Corporation 
Rebecca Wilkes; Dan Ward, Kim 
Newkirk 
Comparative Medicine, Small 
Animal Clinical Sciences, 
Pathobiology 
      24,780 Winn Feline Foundation 
Qixin Zhong Food Science and Technology     214,170 Dairy Research Institute 
Svetlana Zivanovic; Federico Harte Food Science and Technology     240,000 Bush Brothers 
Grants & Contracts






PI; Co-PI Department Award Agency
Keith Belli Forestry, Wildlife and Fisheries  14,024 USDA Forest Service 
Feng Chen Plant Sciences  85,000 US Department of Energy 
Christopher Clark; Dayton Lambert Agricultural and Resource 
Economics 
 29,390 UT Battelle 
Justin Crowe 4-H Youth Development  92,000 
9,000
Kansas State University 
National 4-H Council 
Matthew Devereaux Family and Consumer Sciences  16,556 Tennessee 4-H Foundation 
Neal Eash; Forbes Walker, Michael 
Wilcox, Dayton Lambert 
Biosystems Engineering and 
Soil Sciences, Agricultural and 
Resource Economics 
 235,847 Virginia Tech University 
Catherine Floyd-Jennings Eastern Region  5,583 Northeast State Community College 
Paul Hart Central Region  2,500 Tennessee Department of Agriculture 
Federico Harte; Juan Jurat-Fuentes Food Science and Technology, 
Entomology and Plant Pathology 
 66,000 Dairy Research Institute 
Tammy Killgore Central Region  2,500 Tennessee Department of Agriculture 
Alfred Legendre; Maria Cekanova Small Animal Clinical Sciences  54,000 Morris Animal Foundation 
Timothy Rials 
Timothy Rials; Samuel Jackson
Center for Renewable Carbon  1,077,934 
      88,452 
US Department of Transportation 
USDA NIFA  
John Skinner Entomology and Plant Pathology       15,000 University of Nebraska 
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PI; Co-PI Department Award Agency
UTK LEAD; Neal Stewart, Zong-
Ming "Max" Cheng, Feng Chen 
Plant Sciences  140,525 UT Battelle 
Brynn Voy Animal Science  43,899 UT Battelle 
Michael Wilcox Agricultural and Resource 
Economics 
 3,390 Buffalo Duck River Resource 
Conservation/Dev Council 
Larry Wilson Forestry, Wildlife and Fisheries  72,000 Evergreen Packaging 
Alvin Womac Biosystems Engineering and Soil 
Sciences 
 685,104 Genera Energy LLC 
Grants & Contracts






PI; Co-PI Department Award Agency
Fred Allen Plant Sciences  22,855 Tennessee Soybean Promotion Board
Prakash Arelli; Vince Pantalone Plant Sciences  21,000 Tennessee Soybean Promotion Board
John Bartee Montgomery County  101,500 US Army
David Buehler Forestry, Wildlife and Fisheries  50,000 
5,875 
USDA NRCS 
US Fish and Wildlife
Max Cheng; Vince Pantalone Plant Sciences  42,018 Tennessee Soybean Promotion Board
Allie Ruth Correll Central Region  10,000 SARE University of Georgia
Patricia Donald; Xinhua Yin,  
Donald Tyler
Entomology and Plant Pathology, 
Plant Sciences, Biosystems 
Engineering and Soil Sciences
 16,743 Tennessee Soybean Promotion Board
Joseph Donaldson Extension Evaluation and Staff 
Development
 4,000 National 4-H Council
Robert Freeland; Michael 
Buschermohle, John Wilkerson
Biosystems Engineering and Soil 
Sciences
 12,500 Tennessee Soybean Promotion Board
Amy Fulcher Plant Sciences  5,511 University of Kentucky Research 
Foundation
Reza Hajimorad; Bonnie Ownley, 
Melvin Newman
Entomology and Plant Pathology       24,010 Tennessee Soybean Promotion Board
Federico Harte 
Federico Harte; John Wilkerson
Food Safety and Technology 
Biosystems Engineering and Soil 
Sciences
    180,939 
    105,743 
National Institutes of Health 
Bush Brothers and Company
Shawn Hawkins
 
Shawn Hawkins, Lena Beth 
Carmichael, Christopher Clark, Jerry 
Lamb
Biosystems Engineering and Soil 
Sciences 
BESS, Agricultural and Resource 
Economics, Eastern Region
      20,000 
 
        8,770
Texas AgriLife Extension Service 
 
Texas AgriLife Extension Service
Kim Jensen; Chris Clark, Dayton 
Lambert, Burton English, Chad 
Hellwinckel, James Larson, Ed Yu
Agricultural & Resource 
Economics
   385,110 USDA NIFA
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PI; Co-PI Department Award Agency
Angela McClure
Angela McClure; Robert Williams, 
Lawrence Steckel, Scott Stewart, 
Melvin Newman, Sam Danehower
Plant Sciences 
Plant Sciences, Entomology and 
Plant Pathology, Eastern Region
 19,000* 
15,000
Tennessee Soybean Promotion Board 
Tennessee Soybean Promotion Board
Donald McKenzie Forestry, Wildlife and Fisheries  25,000 Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency
Alemu Mengistu; Craig Canady Entomology and Plant Pathology  30,000 Tennessee Soybean Promotion Board
Kevin Moulton Entomology and Plant Pathology  62,440 Ohio State University
Melvin Newman; Robert Williams, 
Blake Brown
Entomology and Plant 
Pathology, Plant Sciences, Milan 
AgResearch and Education 
Center
 43,685 Tennessee Soybean Promotion Board
Vince Pantalone Plant Sciences  59,740 Tennessee Soybean Promotion Board
Ginger Rowsey; Robert Hayes West Tennessee AgResearch and 
Education Center
 7,500 Tennessee Soybean Promotion Board
Carl Sams; Vince Pantalone, Dean 
Kopsell 
Plant Sciences  15,000 Tennessee Soybean Promotion Board
Scott Schlarbaum Forestry, Wildlife and Fisheries  82,460 Penn State University 
Larry Steckel; Angela McClure Plant Sciences  50,000 Tennessee Soybean Promotion Board
Scott Stewart Entomology and Plant Pathology  26,380 Tennessee Soybean Promotion Board
Neal Stewart; Mitra Mazarei, Feng 
Chen, Vince Pantalone
Plant Sciences  25,000 Tennessee Soybean Promotion Board
Richard Strange Forestry, Wildlife and Fisheries  11,050 SRAC Mississippi State University
Patricia Tithof Pathobiology  31,105 University of Michigan
Forbes Walker; Shawn Hawkins Biosystems Engineering and Soil 
Sciences
 84,048 Mannco Fertilizer, Inc
Robert Williams Plant Sciences  24,500 Tennessee Soybean Promotion Board
Dena Wise Family and Consumer Sciences  1,200 America Saves, Consumer Federation 
of America
Qixin Zhong Food Safety and Technology  159,500 Dairy Research Institute
Grants & Contracts
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>>Join students at CVM for their spring 
Open House from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on 
Saturday, April 16. For more information, 
call 865-974-7377.
>>Take part in the Third Annual Organic 
Crops Field Tour at the East Tennessee 
AgResearch and Education Center 
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Pemberton Leaves Legacy at Institute
Bromma Pemberton Linville passed away on March 8th at 101 years of age. Few individu-
als have been as dedicated to the Institute of Agriculture and the University of Tennessee 
as Bromma and her late husband Grover Pemberton. More than 30 years ago, Grover and 
Bromma established the Grover Pemberton Agricultural Endowment with the Institute of 
Agriculture. Through a gift of Grover’s family farm, the Pembertons created a legacy for their love 
of agriculture and the University of Tennessee.
Bromma was the epitome of a self-made woman. She evolved from meager beginnings to serve 
as the senior vice president of the First National Bank in Oneida, Tenn, and officer on dozens 
of boards and organizations. Even after the passing of Grover in 1983, Bromma maintained 
a close relationship with the Institute of Agriculture through her service on the Agriculture 
Development Board and interactions with faculty and staff. She has always been known for 
her trademark color pink in every outfit and the butterfly pin that she wore on her shoulder. 
Bromma’s Christmas displays were legendary, and all administrators of the institute and presidents of UT joined her in a celebration 
of the season at her home in Oneida. At the age of 100, Bromma authored a memoir titled “A Butterfly on My Shoulder” that told her 
story of growing up poor and evolving into a civic and social leader in East Tennessee.
Bromma’s love for the University of Tennessee extended well beyond the endowments established in her husband’s name. So, as she 
made arrangements for her estate plans, the University of Tennessee was a major benefactor. Through her estate plan, the Institute 
of Agriculture will eventually receive a third of the $3 million estate gift to UT.
We are very thankful for her service and generosity to the Institute of Agriculture and the university. –Rhodes Logan 
Bromma Pemberton
The UT Student Chapter of the Society of American Foresters recently held 
its Second Annual Forestry Field Day at the UT East Tennessee AgResearch 
and Education Center Plant Sciences Unit. The event educated students and 
other sectors of the public about forestry, enabled chapter members to practice 
technical and physical events held during the spring Association of Southern 
Forestry Clubs Conclave and raise funds. The event also brought together 
alumni, students from other schools and faculty for an enjoyable day in the field. 
Chapter members sold pine-rosin potatoes, pulled pork, and other items for 
lunch and assisted Webelo scouts with completing the activities needed to earn 
their forestry and naturalist badges. For information on next year’s event, 
contact Associate Professor David Buckley of Forestry, Wildlife and Fisheries.
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